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Joyfully Embracing Her Vocation Of Mercy
As the Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy
approached its culmination, it was with abundant happiness that we welcomed a young
woman, Maria Mondello, to a deeper participation in our vocation of mercy as she entered
our Congregation on October 25. In the family spirit of our Mother Foundress St. Jeanne
Jugan, all at Sacred Heart Residence eagerly
gathered in support of this joyful and vivacious young woman from Zachary, Louisiana
as she took her first steps in responding to the
Lord’s call. Her special Mass was presided
over by Archbishop Emeritus Oscar H. Lipscomb of Mobile, with her spiritual director,
Fr. André Melanҫon from the diocese of Houma-Thibodaux, serving as the main celebrant.
Among the concelebrants were her dear friend,
the newly-ordained Fr. Cody Chatagnier (also
from the Houma-Thibodaux diocese), our own
chaplain Msgr. Peter Cunningham, and all of
our Resident priests, assisted by our faithful
deacon, for a total of eight clergy surrounding
the altar. At the conclusion of Mass, Maria was
called forward by Fr. André
and given a very warm
and personal blessing as she began her
journey within our
religious family.

It was truly touching to see the many young
women from both near and far who had come
to join with Maria in celebrating this special
day. Some were close friends from Nicholls
State University in Louisiana; others were
friends from the Mobile area, and yet others
who came didn’t even know her, but wanted to
witness her joyful and generous self-gift to the
Lord and offer her their support. Many of these
young women are themselves discerning a possible vocation to the consecrated religious life.
After a luncheon for Maria and all of her
guests, an afternoon reception opened with a
lively rendition by our Residents of an old-time
melody as they sang, “I’m going to the chapel
and I’m going to get married...” An animated
version of “Maria” from the Sound of Music
followed, after which several of our Residents
took the microphone to offer to our own Maria
their personal good wishes and assurance of
prayers. Others then presented her with a large
poster covered with handwritten messages,
and also a gift box containing “the key to our
hearts.” It is no secret that Maria loves being
among them, and her familiar and contagious
laughter rang out freely. Spontaneous reminiscences were shared by many of Maria’s guests,
eliciting a continual wave of hearty chuckles.

But the tone was transformed to one of nostalgia and deep gratitude to God as her parents,
John and Theresa, shared from their hearts, offering personal memories and reflections that
moved us all in a profound way.
Maria has now gone to join our other new
postulants in Baltimore, where together they
have begun their religious formation. We wish
God’s blessings upon each of them as they set
out to live the fruits of the Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy through a lifetime of loving
service to Jesus in the person of his elderly
poor, following St. Jeanne Jugan in our sacred
vocation of mercy.
For vocation information or personal vocation accompaniment, contact our Little Sister Vocation Coordinator at
vocmobile@littlesistersofthepoor.org or (251) 591-3700.
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Little Sisters of the Poor
45th Annual Lawn Party—
A Huge Success!
Another amazing day! We had the largest crowd in memory
according to the Mobile Police Department... more than 3,500
attendees. At least 400 volunteers pitched in, along with our staff,
benefactors and our wonderful Residents, to make this event a
huge success. The food, music, arts & crafts, white-elephant
items and so much more has become a tradition for families all
over our area! We are forever grateful to God for this blessing!

Pelican 212 was simply amazing. This family band has traveled the world
and gave us a great afternoon of entertainment!

Mobile’s Azalea Trail Maids added just the right amount of class and decorum!

McGill-Toolen Catholic High School wrapped up the afternoon with their
award-winning marching band!

The Petting Zoo has always been one of the most popular venues!

SACRED HEART RESIDENCE
190 Years of Priestly Service!
Experience counts! So many lives have been touched by these men, for so many years.
Archbishop Emeritus, Oscar Lipscomb (60 years), Monsignor Peter Cunningham (60
years), and Monsignor Francis Murphy (70 years) were honored by their fellow Residents
and friends with a wonderful reception. Those in attendance enjoyed tributes to all three.
What a blessing each has been to the Little Sisters!

Monsignor Murphy celebrates Mass with
Deacon Doug McEnery

Monsignor Cunningham and fellow
Resident, Anne Barkhouse

Archbishop Emeritus Lipscomb and
Archbishop Thomas Rodi

Jeanne Jugan Feast Day—
A True Celebration
St. Jeanne Jugan cared deeply about the
well-being of her Residents. Perhaps one of the
greatest gifts she gave was the gift of joy. As
we celebrated her feast day, you could see the
happiness and joy on the faces of all! After all,
one of the most remembered sayings credited
to St. Jeanne Jugan, was, “Making the elderly

Kitty Smith (left) and Mary Kenny (right) have
been decorating Sacred Heart Residence for
37 years and 21 years, respectively. They are
truly amazing! Merry Christmas!

happy – that is what counts!”
At Sacred Heart Residence, we are blessed to
remember another of St. Jeanne Jugan’s quotes,
“My little ones, we should always be cheerful,
for our old people do not like long faces.”
With great food, ice cream, music, games and
dancing, there were no long faces to be seen.

Visit us at www.littlesistersofthepoorMOBILE.org
A Message
from Mother

Holy Visitors!
Our Resident’s enjoyed a wonderful visit from some very special “Saints” on All Saint’s
Day. The children from Our Lady of Guadalupe Home School chose to dress up as their
favorite Saints, to the delight of everyone!

In the Apostolic Letter for the
closing of the Jubilee Year of
Mercy, Our Holy Father says:
“The works of mercy are ‘handcrafted’, in the sense that none
of them are alike. Our hands can
craft them in a thousand different
ways and even though the one
God inspires them, and they are
all fashioned from the same ‘material’, mercy itself, each one takes
on a different form.”
During this past year we have received a variety of these “handcrafted” works of mercy and we
want to express our gratitude to
all of you who have helped us
to “make our Residents happy”
(Jeanne Jugan). Please be assured
of our prayers for every-thing you
have done and that we ask God’s
blessing on you and your families
for the coming New Year.

Save the Date

3rd Annual

Blisters for Sisters
5k and Fun Run!

Please join us for
a special event
and Mass on the

Saturday,
April 15, 2017

Feast of
St. Joseph
Monday,
March 20, 2017

-Mother Mary Sylvia
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